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PROCEEDINGS, &c. 


STATE or VERMONT; 
In Couner of Censors, Nov. 30, 1792. 


To the Freumen of the STATE of 
VERMONT. | 


E have now the honor to fubmit to 

your confideration fuch amendments in 
the conſtitution of this ſtate, as have appeared 
to us the moſt adviſeable. ; 


Senſible that experience alone can evince the 
utility of political inftitutions, we have directed 
our attention rather to remedy the few incon« 
veniencies, which have been found in the prefent 
conftitution, than to introduce theoretical im- 
provements; the iſſue of which might be 
doubtful, and perhaps might have a tendency, in 
the end, to mar that political happinefs which we 
have already attained, 


One inconvenienee, we conceive, to be, the 
veſting of all legiflative powers in a fingle and 
numerous body; their numbers, which are ne- 
ceffaty, in order fully to comprehend all the 
national interefts, paífions, manners, and fenti- 
ments to which laws ought to be adapted, tend 
to eneumber difcuffion, and fubje& fuch legifla. 

| : tures, 
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tures, frequsntly, to hafly aad. crude determina. 
tions, Tris, we have apprehended, to be a 
principal realon, why fo many ameodments, ex- 
Planations, and alterations, have been conſtant- 
ly round neceſſarv, in our laws to remedy 
theſe inconveniences, by introducing a more de- 
liberate diicuſſion, in the proceedings of the le- 
giflature, we have propoled the addition of a 
Senate, who Mall have diflin& power, and an 
equal voice, in all affairs of legiſlation. To fa 
cilitate their celiberations, they are to be leſs nu- 
merous than the houſe of reprefentatives; we 
have taken care, neverthelefs, that the fenate fhall: 
be in he fulleft ſenſe, repreſentatives of the peo. 
Pie, and amenable to them, for their conduct, as 
anuch as the members of the other branch; and. 
have {fo provided for their election as to give a. 
differert combination, and a more collective 
view, of the interefls which they repreíenc :— 
this we conceive, wiil introduce more delibera- 
tion into the bufinels of legiſlation, and give 
to csch branch, an opportunity of correcting: 
many errors, which may otherwile efgape atten- 
tion. 


We have thought it inconſiſtent with the prin. 
ciples of a free government, that the executive: 
Should have a negative on the proceedings of the 
Sepiflature ; neverthelefs, as the executive have. 
an opportunity of obſerving all difficulties, 
which arife in the execution of laws, and are the 

centre 
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centre ob information, upon. thet fubje&, we 
judge it neceffary, that the legiſlature ſhould 
be availed ot fuch information :—we thereforé 
propofe, that all acts, before they pais into laws, 
fhall be laid before the executive for revifion :— 
they are however to make no leading propo- 
ſitione, but fimply to flate their objections, if 
any they find, wich their reaſons, in writing, 
to the lepiflatoze ; who ſtill are to have the-fole- 
power of palng laws. ` 


The other amendments are fuch, as, we are 
induced to believe, will better explain the feveral 
articles, and prevent the paffing ex pof falo laws, 
and make the practice, in the different branche 
et of government more uniform. 


In examining the proceedings of the legiflak- 
tive and executive departments of this governe 
ment, during the laft feptenary, we are happy to 
find uo proceedings which we judge unconſtitu- 
tional or deferving of cenfure, 


The feveral taxes, in our opinion, have been 
juftly laid; except where the legiſla ure have 
doomed, ina few inftances, towns, more than the 
amount of their lifts, as returned by their lifters ; 
which has thrown an unequal burthen on the 
collectors of thofe towns Che public monies, 

we find, have been expended with economy; acd 
the feveral taxes, have been, generally collect 
ec, - 
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ed. The flatement hereunto annexed will thew 
the feveral delinquencies. 


On a rettoſpective view, it gives us pleaſure 
to obferve, the many valuable improvements 
which have been made in this gavernment, fince 
the firft formation, and the mild and equal 
energy, which, by fuch improvements, has been 
added to the adminiſtration, and the encreafing 
happinefs of the citizens, in the ſecurity of their 
rights, 


It has been our anxious endeavour, to add 
ſemething to thofe improvements,—Our arrange- 
ments, on this head, we now fubmit, to the con- 


fideration of an enlightened community; to- 


judge of their tendency, whether they are calcu- 
lated in whole, or in part, to add any thing, to 
the improvement of our prefent ſyſtem, to give 
a further fecurity to the rights, and an encreafe 
of happinefs to the people. 


By order of Council, 
T have the bonour to be, 
With due refpect, 
The public's mof obedient, 
Humble fervant, 
SAMUEL KNIGHT, Prefident. 


Atieſt, 
ROS, MOPKINS, Secretary. 
The 
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* H E 
CONSTITUTION òr VERMONT, 
AS PROPOSED BY THE. 
COUNCIL OF: CENSORS, 


IN THE YEAR 1792, 


* 
CHAPTER I. 
A Declaration of the RIGHTS of the Tohabitente of the STATE, 
of VERMONT, 
ARTICLE 1. 


HAT all men are born equally free and independent, and have 
T certain natural, inherent, and unalienable tight, amongt 
which are the enjoying anddefending life and liberty, acquire 

ing, poſſeſſinz, and prote&ing preperty, and purfuing and obtaining 
happineis and fafety ; Therefore, no male perſon, born in this 
country, or brought from over fea, ought to be holden by law, to ferra. 
any perfon, as a fervant, flave, or apprentice, after he arrives to the 
age of twenty one years, nor female in like manner, after the arrives to 
the age of eighteen years, urlefz they are hound by their own confent, 
after they arrive to fuch age, og beund by law fer the payment ef 


debts, damages, fines, cofta, or the like. à 


ARTICLE II. 


That dinis property ought to be ſubſerrient te publie ufeswhen at. 
etffity requires it, neverthelefs, whenever any perfon’s property is taký 
an for the ufe of tbe public, the, owner eyght to receire an equivaleat 
in money. 


E 
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ARTICLE III. 


That all men havea natural and unalienable right, to worſhip Al- 


anighty God, secovding to the diCtares of their own conicicnces and 
underftandings, as, in their epinion, ball be regulated by the word 
ef God: and that no man eught to, or of risbe can be “compelled 

te attend any religious worfhip, or ere@ or ſuppert ony place of wore 
fhip, or maintain any miniſter, contrary to the dict. te: of his com 
fcience, ner can any man be juflly deprived or abridged e£ any rivit 
right as acitizen, on Account of -his:cligiaus fertiments, or pecue 
liar mode of religious worſhip; and that no authority can, or ought 
to be veſted in, or aſſumed by, any power whatever, that fhall in any 
cafe interfere with, er in any manner controul the rights of cone 
{eience, in the free exercife of religious worthip, | Neverthelefz, eve 


ery feft er denomination of chriftians, ought to obferve the Sabbath. 
er Lord's day, and keep up fome fort of religious worhhip, which to 


them fhall ſeem moft agreeable to the revealed will of God. 


ARTICLE IV. E 


Every perſon within this ftate ought to find a certain remedy, by 
having recourfe to the laws, for all injuries or wrongs which he may 
receive in his perfon, property or character: he ought to obtain right 
and juftice freely, and without being obliged to purchaſe it; compleate 
iy and without any denial; promptly and without delay ; conformably 
des the laws. 


ARTICLE V. 
That che people of this fate by their legal cepréfentatives have 
the fole, inherent, and exclufive right of governing-and regulating the 
internal police of the fame. 


ARTICLE VI. 


That all power being originally inherent in and confequently der 


from the people, therefore, all offers of government, whether fey. 
j tartin 
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ifative or executive, arg their truſteer and ferrante; and at all times, 
in a legal way, accountable te them 


P ARTICLE VU. ur 


That government is, or ought to be inftituted, for the common be - 
nefit, protection, and fecurity, of the people, nation, or community: 
und not for the particular emolument or advantage af any fingle man, 
family, or fet ot men, whe are a part only of that community: and 
that the community hath an indubitable, unalienable, and indefeafible l 
right, te reform or alter government, in fuch manner a¢ (hall be, by. 
that commanity, judged mof conducive to the public weal. f 


ARTICLE viii. 


That all efe&tons eught to be free and without iind. and that 
all freemen, having a ſuffieient, evident, common interet with, and 
‘attachment to the cemmupity, have a right to elect officers, and be 
elected into office, agreeably ta the regulations made in this conſti - 
tation. 


ARTICLE IX. 


That every member of foctety hath aright to be protected ! in the ene 
joymient of life, liberty and property, and therefore is bound to cone 
tribute his preportion towards the expence of that protection, and 
yield hie perfonal fervice, when neceffary,-or an equivatent thereto, 
but ne part of any perfon's property can be juftly taken from him, or 
applied to public ufes, without his own confent, or that ‘of the repre- 
ſentative body of the freemen, nor can any man who is confcientioufly 
fernpulous of bearing arms, be juftly compelled thereto, if he will 
pay fuch equivalent; nor are the people bound by amy law but fuch - 
as they have in like manner affented to, for their common goed: and 
previous to any law being made to raife a tax, the purpofe for which 
le to be vaifed ought to appear evident to the leg'flature to be of more 


ferviceto community than the money would bs if nat collected. 
B ARTICLE | 
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*ARTICLE X. 


^ ‘That in all prefecutions fer criminal offences s perfon bath a right 
to be heard by himfelf and his counfel ; te demand the saule and na- 
ture of his accufation; to be confronted with the witneffes ; to call 
for evidence in his favor, and a fpeedy public trial byan impartial jury 
of the country 3 without the unanimeus confent of which jury he 
cannot be found guilty ; nor can he be eompelled to give evidente ge 
ging himfelf 5 norcan any perfon be juftly deprived of his liberty, 
except by the laws ef the land or the judgment of his pears, 
é 


ARTICLE XI. 


That the people have a right to hold themfelves, their houfes, pa- 
pers, and poffeffions free from fearch er feizure, and therefore war- 


gants without oath or affirmation firt made, affording fufficient 


foundation for them, and whereby any officer or meflenger may be 
commanded and required to fearch ſuſpected places, or to feize any 
perfon or perfons, his, her or their property, not particularly deferibed, 
are contrary to that right and ought not to bt granted, 


AT TICLE XII. 


That when any iſſue in fact, proper for the cogniaance of a jury, is 
joined, in a court of law, the parties havea right to trial by jury, 
which ought to be held facred. l 


ARTICLE XIII. 


That the people have aright to freedom of fpetch, and of writing 

and publi ng their fentiments, concerning the tranſactions of govern. 

ment, and therefore the freedom ef the prefe ought not to he 
reſtrained. 


ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE XIV. 


The freedemof deliberation, fpeech, and debate, in the legifature, 
is fo efential to the rights of the people, that it cannot be the founda- 
tion of any aceuſation or profecution, action or complaint in any other 


court or place whatfoever. 


ARTICLE XV. 


The power of ſuſpending laws, or the execution of laws, ought ner. 
er to be exercifed but by the legiflature, or by authority derived from 
it, to be exercifed in faeh partieular cafes, ae this ae or the - 
legiflature fhall provide for. 


EE ARTICLE XVI, 


That the people have aright to bear arms for the defence of 
themíelses and the ftate—and as ftanding armies in time of pesce are 
dangerous to liberty, they ought not to be kept up, and that the mili« 
tary fhould be kept oe fict fubordination to and governed by the 
civil power. 


ARTICLE XVII. 


That no perſon in this ſtate can in any cafe be fotjettes to law mare 
tial, or to any penalties or pains by virtue af that law, except thoſe eme 
ployed in the army, and the militia in actual feryice. ; 


ARTICLE XVIII. 


That frequent recurrence to fundamental prinzipler, and a firm ada 
berence to juſtice, moderation, hos inJufey, and frugality, 

T Are abfolutely neceſſary to preſerve the blenings cf liberty, and kees 
government free; the people ought, therefore, to pay particular ats 
tention to thefe points, in the choice of officers and reprefentatives, 


š and 
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and have aright, in a leg way, to exa a dae and eonſtant repara 
to them. fiura their leg latu and mag (raus, in making and exetute 
ing iure ia Ws as IC nzcetiary vor the good government ofthe ftate. 


ARTICLE XIX. 


That all peopie have a natura! and inherent right te emigrate fram 
one Hate to another that wiil receive them. 


ARTICLE XX. 


That the people have a right to affemble togethar ta confult for their 
commen goed - to inſtruct their ceprefemtativer—and to spply to the 


legifleture for redreſi of grievances, by addrefe, petition, er regione 
-drance 


ARTICLE XXI. 


That no perfon fhall be liable to be tranfperted out of thia ate foy 
trial for eny offence committed within the fame, 


ARTICLE XXII. 


All previfion of law to eftablifh a perpetuity of eftates, while it 


“takes away the right of difaofal en the ene band, hasa direct ten- 
dency to abridge the equel right ef atquiGtien en the other — Bao 
tans therefore are agunt common sight sad eughtnet to be allowed, 


—— CHAPTER 


CHAPTER IL 


PLAM OR FRAME OF GOVERNMENT. 


HE Sme of Vermont (hall hereafter, bg 
governed by 4 Goveraer, Licptengnt 
vernor, Senate, and Houſe af Reprefentatiues 
the Freemen of the fame, in manner and fois 
follawing. | | 


* 


SECTION II. 5 
The fupreme legiſlative power ſhall be wefted 
in the Senate and Houſe of Repisfgntarixes, 


SECTION HI. 
For the fir feprenary, ar ſe ven yents dert afs 
tar the amendmedts of this cpnſtitutian al bg 
adopted, the Sengte (hall be campofed of mage 
bers from the feveral counpiea in tis fate, epe 
postiqned in manner followingeThe conaty of 
Renpington fhall hane a right to elgft tm, - 
ccunties of Windfor, Windham and Rutland. 
telpectively, three he si,. of Adgifan ang 
Chittenden, one gach, the couny of 
two, and every new county, whea farmed 
organized, one. But no county out of NR 
new county fhall be formed, ſhall have a right 
to 


14 

to elect more than one Senator, unlefs there fhall 
be moze than 10,coo fouls remaining in that 
county, agrezabie to che lait cenfus, And forer- 
er after each county may elect one Senator for 

every eight choufzad fouls in fuch county; and 

any county not containing that number may eleét 

one Senator, For which purpofe the freemen of 

this ſtate ſhall affemble, in their refpe&ive towns, 

or places for electing reprefentatives, on the firit 

Tueitiay of September, annually, and vote, by 

ballot, for the number of fenators their county 

Mall have cz; right to elect, which votes fhall be 

fealed up, by ihe preſiding officer of fuch meet. 

ing, (ia tae prefeace of the freemen} who fhall 

write thereon, votes for Senators, and the name 

of the towa where taken, and within fix days af- 

ter the day of election, deliver the fane to one 
of the Judges ot the county court in the fame 

county, and che Judges of faid court fhall meet 
at the place where the county court of faid coun- 

ty was laſt holden, on the third Tuefday of Sep- 

tember annually, and proceed, publicly, to fort 
and count faid votes; and the perſon or perfons 

having the greateit number of votes fhall be de- 

clared duly elected, and if any two or more who 

are higheft in nomination, fhall have sn equal 

number of votes, the faid Judges fhall 

decide the choice between them by lor. And a 

certificate of faid choice, figned by a majority of 
the Judges, fhall be fufficient evidence of their 
Election. 

ARTICLE 


} 
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'AnTiCLE 2. No perfon Thall be eligible to. 
the office of Senator until he fhall Lave arrived - 


to the age of thirty years. 


ARTICLE 3. The Judges of the county 
court ſhall be ineligible to be elected Senators, 
while executing the office of Judges. Nor thall 


any Senator, while holding that office, hold or 


execute any office in the judicial department, * | 


SECTION IV. 


The Houfe of Reprefentatives fhall be com- 


pofed of one member trom each town in this 
ftate (which at the time of ele&ion fhall conſiſt 
of forty families) to te chofen by the freemen 


of fuch towns reipeátively, by ballot, on the. 


firt Tueſday of September, annually, — 


AnTICLE 2. And if it (hall fo happen that 
any perfon who is elected a reprefentative, fhall 
likewife be chofen a Senacor, the *reemicn of fuch 
town upon being notified thereot,& of theperfon's 
acceptance (after being duly warned) may meet 
at any time, previous to the fecond T'ueíday of 
October following, and chooie iome other meet 


perſon to reprefent fuch town for the year enſu- 


ing. : 


AnTICLE 3. And in order that the citizens 
of this ftare may enjoy equally the benefi:s of 
repreſentation, the freemen of any town which 
fhall not confift of forty. familes, may X on 

us the 
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the diy for eleGing reprefentatives, with the 
Themen vf any other tows or towns ot like de- 
ſeription, to complete the sumber of forty tam- 
ilies, and choofe, by ballot, one repreientative, 
(bere majority af aH the votes in. fuch owns 
> firi be nereffuty to the choice of a reptefence- 
Tive) sad a certificate of the choice, from the 
prefitting officer, fhall be ſuffreirnt evidence of 
the election. 


The fenate atid houfe of repreféntatives thus 
choſen, fhall meet on the fecend Thurſday of 
Gerdder, next after slícireleCtión, at fuch place 
ail be appointed by law, and ſhall be ftiled 
Tur LEGISLATURE of THE Stare or VER. 
MONT. : 


Axriczx 2. A major part of the members 
of each houfe ſhall be neceſſary to conftiute a 
‘quordm to trinſect any bufinefs except that of 
adjburning from day to day, and before they 
i d to any buflaefs, other than choofing 
their MeeefMfaty officers, each member fall 
teke the following oath. 


€ You ———— do jolemuly fwear (or affirm) 
that as a member of ibe legiflature of the Bate of 
Nrhont, yox will not propose or afent te any bill, 
ote, br reſontien, wlieb bol appear to you injn- 
riour to the people, mèr do or efujemt to any aD er 
thing titer, Hihi yoallbave w , to ifn 
- or 
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er abridge thelr rights and privileges, as dttlared y 


the conſtitutiom of ibis ſtate, but will in all things 
conduct your [elf as an boneft reprefentative (or Jin- 
ater, as the cafe may be) and guardian of the peo- 


ple, according to your bef judgment and abilities. 


In cafe ot an oath, So Belp you God, and in- cafe 


of an affirmation; under the pains and penalties of 
perjury. And no religious telt thal be required 


of any member of the legiſlature. 


SECTION v. 


The Lieutenant Goveraor íhall be Preſident 


of the Senate, except when he fhall exercife the. 
Office of Governor; during which time, or in 
his‘abfence, the tenate fhall appoiüt one of their 
own members, their prefident, and the prefident 
Mall have a caſting but no other vote. 


| SECTION VII. ME 

Each houſe fhali chuſe their own neceſſary of- 
ficers, and judge of the election And qualifica- 
tion of their own members. They ſhall have 
power to compel the attendance of ablent mem- 
bers in ſuch manner as they fhall deem expedi- 
tnt; determine the rules of their own proceedings 
—punifh their members by admonitiun or expul- 
fion for diforderly behaviour, but they fhall not 
expel any member for caufes known. to his. con- 
ſtituente, antecedent to his election. And the 


two houfes fhall have all the powers neceffary | 


for the legiflature of a free and independent fate, 
C ` But 


! 
l 
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But they fhall have no pewer to add te, ali... 
“aboljth, or infringe any part of this eonftitution, 


l SECTION VIII. 

Each houfe fhall keep fair journals of its pro- 
ceedings, and publith them immediately after 
every ſeſſion, except fuch part as may require 
fecrecy ; and the yeas and nays of the members, 
on any queftion, fhall, at the deſire of any mam» ` 
ber, be entered on the journals, 


SECTION IX. 
The ſtile of the laws of this ſtate in future te 
be paſſed, ſhall be, Be it enacted by tbe Senate and 
Houfe of Reprefentatives of the fiate of Vermont. 


SECTION X. 

The doors of each houfe fhall be open, (ex- 
cept tbe buſineſs immediataly before the houſe 
may require fecrecy,) and neither houſe fhall ad- 
jeurn more than two days, without the cofiſent 
of the other. 


SECTION XI. l 
The boufe of repreſentatives may impeach a- 
. ny of the officers of government, for mal.ad- 
miniitration, and the fenate fhall try all ims 
, peachments, 

No fentence on impeachment fhall extend furz 
ther than removal from, or difqualifying for of. 
fee, and the awarding of cofts. 

SECTION 


"d 


19. 


All bills for raifing a revenue (hall originate 
in the houfe of reprefentatives, but the ſenate 
may non-concur or propoſe alterations or amend- 
ments, and all other bills may originate in ei- 
ther honfe, . 


| SECTION XIII. 
No money fhall be drawn out of the trealury, 
wnleís firk appropriated by act of legiſlition. 


"A SECTION XIV. : 
No perfon ought in any cafe to be declared 
guilty of treaſon or felony by the legiſlature. 


SECTION XV. E 
No perfon fhall be elected a fenator or repre- 
fentative until he has refided two years in this 
ftate, the laft of which fhall be in the county, 
town, or diſtrict for which he is elected, 


SECTION XVI. "A 
No member of either branch of the 'coifla- — 
ture fhall, directly or indire&ly, receive any fee 
or reward, to briog forward or advocate any 
bill, petition, or other buſineſs, to be tranfa&ed 
in the legiſlature, or advocate any caufe, as 
council, in either houſe of leg'flation, except 
when employed in behalf of the Rates — E 


. ' SECTION 


r2 s 


9 
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SECTION XVII. 
To the end tha: laws befere they are enacted 
may be more matureiy cor ſidgred, and haſty de- 
terminations as much as Poſſible prevented, eve- 
ry bili that fhall have paſſed the ſenate, and houfe 
of reprefentatives ſhall, before it becomes a 
Jaw, be preſented to che governor, or perſon ex- 
ecoting the office of governor, and council, for 
their approbation : it approved, the governor, 
or perfon executing the office of governor, fhall 
wrice on the bill, approved; bu: if not approv- 
ed, he fhall withia four days, Sundays except- 
ec, return it with their objections, in writing, 
to that houfe in which it (hall have originated, 
and in fuch cafe it fhall Ee che duty ot that houſe 
to reconfider faid biil, aud if faic bill ſnall then 
pafs, it hall be fent, together with the objec- 
tions, to the other houle, who fhall likewile re- 
‘confider faid bill, and if it fhall again pafs, in 
that houfe, it ſnall become a law of the ſtate, 
notwithiending the diſapprobation of the gov- 
ernor and council. 

If any bill ſhall not be returned by the gov- 
ernor, as aiorefaicl, within four days (Sundays 
excepted) arer it fhall have been prefented to 
him, the tame fhall become a law, unleſs an ad- 
jourcment of the legiſlature fhall prevent its re- 
turn, in which cate it hall not be a law. 


- 


SECTION 
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SECTION XVII. 

Every man of the full ace of twenty-one 
years who is a citizen of the United States, ka- 
ving refided in this ſtate for the term of one. 
whole year next before the election of Reprefent- 
atives, who is of a quiet and peaceable behav- 
ior, and will take the following oath or affirma- 
tian, fhall be entitled to all the 83 ot a 
freeman of this flare. 


You folemnly fwear Cor affirm) that TUER 
Jau give your vote or fuffrage, touching any matter 
that concerns the fiate of Vermont, you will do it fo 
as in your conſcience you ſpall judge will mof ten- 
duce totke bef good of the fame, as cftablijard : 

the confituticu, without fear or favor of any man." 


SECTION XIX. . - 

Ever officer of Rare, whether judicial 

or executive, ſhall be liable to impachment by 

the houſe of reprefentatives, either when in office 

or after his refiznation or removal, for mat-ad- 

miniftratier, and no trial on impeachment mall 
be a bar to a profecution at law. 


SECTION XX. 

Laws for the encouragement of 178 and 
prevention of vice aud immorality, bug: to be 
conſtantly kept in force and duly execut ted : and 
a competent number of fchoois ought to be 
maintained jn each town, for the convenient in- 

ſtruction 


3 
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ſtruction of youth; and one or more gramm 
{chools be incorporated and properly ſupported, 
in each county in this ſtate. And all religious 
focieties, or bodies of men, that may be hereaf. 
ter united or incorporated, for the advancement 
of religion and learniog, or for other pious 
and charitable purpofes, fhall be encouraged 
and protected in the enjoyment of the privileges, 
immunities and eftates, which they in juítice 
ought to enjoy, under.fuch regulations as the ige — — 
g'flacure of this Rate fhall dite&. : 


690900000000000000. 
CHAPTER III, 


EXECUTIVE 
SECTION L 


HE fupreme executive power fhall be vefts 

ed in the governor, or in his abfence the 

lieu enant governor, or in cafe of the abfence 

or difability of both, in ſuch perfon as the lee. 
giflature fhall appoint. 


SECTION Il. 
The governor, lieutenant governor and trea- 
furer fhall be chefeu in the following nos 


The freemen fhall, on the day appointed for the 
ele&ion of fenators, vote, by ballot, for the per« 
fons whom they would have for governor, lieu- 
tenant governor and Treaſurer, by writing theie 
names fairly, on ftperate pieces of paper, and 
the prefiding offieer of the refpective meetings 
- fhall (in the prefence of the freemen) feal up the 
fevetal feperate parcels of votes, and write on 
them votes for governor, lieutenant governor or 
treafurer, as the cafe may be, and the name of 
the town where taken, and fign his name to the 
fame, and deliver faid votes, fo ſealed up, to 
the reprefentative of that or ſome other town or 
. diftriG, chofen for the enfuing year, and at the | 
opening of the two houfes of the legiſlature, 
there fhall be a committee appointed, from the 
fenate and houíe of repreſentativer, who, after 
being fworn to the faithful difcharge of their 
truſt, fhall receive, fort and count faid votes, 


and the perfon having a majority ef votes, far 


either office, fhall be duly elected to faid office, 
But if there be no choice, the ſenate and houſe 
of reprefentatives, by their joint ballot, ſhall 
make choice of fuch officers. — | 


SECTION III. 

The governor, and in his abfence the perſon 
exercifing the office of governor, hall have pow. 
er to commiffien all officers. and alfo to appoint 
officers (except where provifion is, or fhall be o- 
therwile made by law or this frame of governe 

l i x : ment, 
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ment,) aod fapply every vacancy in any office, 
occaíioned by death or otherwife, until the office 


can be filed by law, or this coattiturion, He 


Mall have pnwer to correſpond with other fares, 
traníact buficefs with officers of government civ- 
il or military, and prepare fueh buſineſs as to him 
fhall appear neeeſſary to lay betore the legiſlat- 
ute, He ſhall have power to grant pardons, 
and remit fines, in all cafes whatever, except in 
treafon, murder and impeachment; in which 
cafes only the legiſlature may grant pardons ; 
but the governor may grant reprieves until the 
rifing of the then next feffion of the legiſlature. 
He fhall take care that the daws be faithfully ex- 
ecuted, and expedite the execution of fuch mea- 
fures as may be refolved upon by the legiflature; 
and he may lay embargoes, or prohibit the ex- 
portation of any commodity for a time not ex- 
ceeding thirty days, in the recefs of the legifla- 
ture, He fhall have power to. call together the 
two houſes of the legiſlature, when neceffary, be- 
fore the day to which they fhall ftand adjourned, 
He fhall be captain general and cómmander in 
chief of the forces of the ſtate. 


SECTION IV. 
The lieutenant governor fhall be lieutenant 
general of ail the torces of this ftate in virtue of 
his office, : | 


SECTION  ' 


* 


. SECTION V. 
— Tke governor cay appoint a {ccsegary for 
himfeli and bis council, 


SECTION VI. 
No perfon fhall be eligible to the office of gn- 
weenor or lieutenant governor, until he fhall 
haye refided in this tate four years next preced- 
ing the day of his election, — ö . 


No perfon fhall be eligible to the office of go- 
vernor until he fhall arrive to che age of thirty 
five years. | 


. No perfon mall be eligible ta the cflice cf 
lieutenant governor until he Mall have arrived 
“wo the age of thirty years. 


SECTION VII. 

The fenate and houle of reprefentatives thali 
annually ele& four perions, in the fame manner 
they are to ele& judges of the fupresne court, 
who fhall be called the advifory council (tur - 
they hall not choofe membels of either houle 
of the legiflature) and fhall meet with the povere 
ney at every ſeſſion of the leg fliture, to adviſe 
with bim in granting pardons, remitting fines, 
laying embatgces, reviling bills paſſed by the le- 
gillature, and in fuch other cafes as the govern- 
or fhall deem neceffary. 


D SECTION 
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SECTION VTII. 

No perfon thall be capable of holding or exe 
ercifing more than one of the following offices, 
at the fame time, viz, gnvernor, lieutenant gov» 
ernor, advifory council, judge of the Supreme 
court, treafurer of the ſtate, ſenator, reprefenta- 
tive, larveyor generat, fheriff, ſenator or repre- 
fentative in congreſs. Nor fhall any perfon 
holding aay office of profit or truf, under the 
authority of Congrefs, be eligible as one of the 
édvifory council, or to any appointment in either 
branch of the legiſla: ure, nor fball he be capable 
of holding any executive, judiciary, or military 
effice under this ftare, : i 


SECTION IX. 

All commiſſions hall be, in the name of tím 
freemen of the ftate of Vermont, fealed with 
the ftate feal, figned by the governor, or in his 
abfence by the officer exercifing the office of go- 
vernor, and attefted by the lecretary of (tate, 
which fea! fhall be kept by the governor, 


l SECTION X. 

The treafurer of the ftate fhall, before the 
governor, give iutficient fecurity to the fecregry 
of (tate, in behalf of the lea flature; and each 
H gh Sheriff before the firt Judge of the Coun. 
ty Court, to the Trealurer of the reſpective 
counties, previous co their reſpectively eptering 
dps» the execution of theit offices, in fuck 

manner: 


— anh 
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manner, and in fuch fums as fhall be directed by 
he Legiflature. 
ee SECTION XI. 
The treaſurer's acccuot. ſhall be annually aug. 
dited, and a tair Rate thereof laid before the les 
giſlaturez at their feffion in October. 
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CHAPTER IV. 
JUDICIAR Y, 

SECTION I. 


HE judiciary department thall eonfift of 

E one fupreme court, a court of chancery, 
and a county court in each county, courts of 
probate in each diftrict, and juſtices of the peace, 


Either houfe of the-legiflature may, by ballot, 
nominate or elect the judges of fuch courts, ma- 
jor generals, brigadier generals, fecretary of - 
ftate, and fheriffs ; and allo without ballot, nc» 
mirate or ele& juſtices of the peace, and tranf- 
mit fuch nominations within two dava to rhe other 
houfe, for their fbprobatian, but fuch election 
fhall not be valid, until approved of by the 
other houfe ¢ if the other houle do not approve, 


they 
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CHAPTER V. 


SECTION I. 
TA legiflative, exeeutive and judiciary de- 
partments fhall be ieperate and diftinét, fa 
that neither exercife the powers properly belongs 
ing to the other. E "S: 


SECTION II. : 

The inhabitants of this ftate fhall be trained 
and armed for its defence, under fuch regula- 
tions, reſt rictions, and exceptions as congrefs, 
agreeably to the conſtitution of the United States, 
and the legiflature of chis ftate ſhall direct. The 
feveral companies of militia fhall, as often as vas 
cancies happen, ele& their captain and other offi- 
cers, and the captains and fubalterns hall nome 
inate and recommend the field officers, of their 
reípe&ive regiments who fhall appoint their fta 
officers, j 


SECTION III. 

As every freeman to preſerve his independence 
(if without a ſufficient eftate) ought to have fame 
profeffion, calling, trade or farm, whereby he 
may honeſtly fubfift, there can be no aeceffity 
for, nor ufe in, eftablifhing offices of profic, the 
ufual effete of which are dependence and fervili» 

| y 
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iy unbecoming freemen, in the pofteffors or exe 
pectancs, and faction, contention and diſcord a- 
mong the-people, But if any man is called in- 
ta public fervice to the prejudice of his private 
affairs, he bas a right to a reaſonable compenía- 
tion; and whefi ever an office, through increafe 
of fees or othermife, becomes fo profitable as to 
eccafion many to apply fer it, the profits ought 
to be leſſened by the legiſlature. And if any of- 
ficer thall wittingly and wilfully take greater fees 
than the law allows him, it fhall ever after dif- 
qualify him from holding any office in this Rate 
until he fhall be reſtored by act of legiflation, 


. SECTION IV. | 

Every officer whether; judicial, executive, cf. 
military, in authority under this ftate, before he 
enters upon the execution of his office, fhall 
take and fubfcribe the following oath or atfirma- 
tion of allegiance to this fate funlefs he fhall 
produce evidence that he has before taken the 
fame) and alfo the following oath or affirmation 
of office (except military officers; and fuch as 
Mall be exempted by the leg:flature) vis. 


The oath or affirmation of allegiance. 

You do folemnly fwear (or atfirm) that you will 
be trut and faithful to tbe fate of Vermont ; and 
that you will mot, dire&ily or indirely, do any all 
er thing injurious to ibe conſtitution or government 
tureof, as efablifoed by convention. If an orbe 


1 
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8o kelp you Ged. If an affirmation, wider the: 


pains and penalties of perjury. 


The oath ar affirmation of cffice. 

Teu - do folemnly fwear (or affirm) shat 
you will faithfully execute the office of or 
the of and will therein de equal 
right and jaftice to all men. to the beſt of your judg- 
ment and abilities, according to law. If an oxh, 
fo belp you Ged. If an aifiraion, ander ihe 
pains and penalties of. perjury. 


SECTION Y. 

All elections, whether by the people or the le- 
giflature, fhall be free and voluntary: and any 
ele&or, who fhall receive any gift or reward for 
his vote, in meat, drink, monies, or other wiſe, 
ſhall forfeit his right to ele& at that time, and fuf- 
fer {uch other penalty as the laws fhall direct: 
and any perfon who fhall, directly or in directly, 
give, promife, or be(tow any fueh rewards, to be 
elected, ſhall thereby be rendered incapable to 
ferve, for the enfuing year, and be fuhje& to fuch 
further punifhment as a future legilature fhail 
direct, 


SECTION VI. 

All deeds and conveyances of lead fhall be rec 
ecrded in the rown clerk's oifice in their refpece 
tive towns ; and for want of fach office, in the 


*ounty clerk’s offise of the fame county. 
SECTION 
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T. SECTION VII. 

. To deter more effectually from the commif- 
Ton of crimes, by continued vifible punifhrrert 
ei lorg duration, and to make fanguinary-pun- 
ifhment leís neceffary, means ought to be provid- 
ed tor punifhing by hard labour thofe who fhail 
be convicted of crimes not capital, whereby ibe 
criminal fhall be employed for the benefi: ot. the 
public, or for reparation of i: juries done to pri- 
vate perfons : and all períoas, at proper tices, 
eught to be permitted to fee them at labour. 


| SECTION VIII. l 

The eftates of fuch. perfons as may deftroy 
their own lives fhall not, for that offence be for- 
feited, but. defeend er aícend in the fame manner 
as if fuch perfons had died in a natural way. 
Nor fhall any article which (hall accidentally oc- 
calon the death of any perfon be henceforth . 
deemed a deodand, or in any. wife forfeited, on 
account of füch misfortune. _ | 


B SECTION IX. 

The inhabitants of this fate, fhall have liberty, 
in feafonable times, to hunt and towl on the land 
they hold, and on other lands not enclofed ; and 
in like manner to fifh in all baatable and other 
waters, not private property. under proper regu- 
lations, to be hereafter made and provided by the 
legiflavure. e | 
$, i 
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i SECTION X. "T 

The declaration of the political rights’ a 
privileges of the inhabitants of this ftate,is heres 
by declared to be a part of the conſtitution of 
this ftate, and ought not to be vioiated on any: 
pretence whatfoey-r. E 2 


SECTION XI. 

In order that the freedom of this ftate 
may be preferved inviolate forever, there. 
fhalt be chofen by ballot, by the freemen of this 
ſtate, on the lat Wednefday of March in che 
year 1799, and on the laſt Wednefday of March 
in every leventh year thereafter, thirteen perſons, 
who fhall be chafen in the manner the governor 
is chofen, excepting that the thirteen higheft 
all be declared duly elected, who fhall be cal- 
led the council of cenſors. The governor, lieve. 
tenant governor, councillors, judges of the fu- 
prenie court, members of either branch of thé 
legiflacure, fenators or reprefentatizes to congrefs, ` 
or perfons holding office under the authority of 
congrefs, fhall be ineligible to a feat in faid copa- 
cil. And the faid council of cenfors fhall meet 
on the firfl Wedreſday of Jone, next enfuing | 
their election; a majority of whom fhalt bea- 
quorum, in every cafe except as to calling a con- 
vention, in which two thirds of the whole num- 
ber elected ſhall agree; whofe duty it fhall be 
to enquire whether the conftitution has been pre. 
ſer ved inviolate in every part during the laft ſep s 

i r Conary. 
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of&nary, including the year of their fervice, ang 
"whether the legiflative and executive branches of 
government have performed their duty, as guar- 
B ans of the people, or affumed to themíelves or 
exerciled other or greater powers, than, they até 
€atiled ro by the conſtitution. They are alfo 
tf enquire whether the public taxes have been 
jatfly laid and collected in all parts of his Hate; 
in what manner the ‘public monies bave been 
diſpoſed of; and whetlier the laws have been du- 
ly executed. For thele purpofes they (ball have 
authority to ſend for perſons, papers, and re- 
"cords. They fhall have authority to pafs public 
ceníures, to order impeachments, and to recom- . 
mend to the legiſlature the repealing ſuch laws 
a3 appeared to them to have to have been enact- 
ed contrary to the principles of this conſtitution. 
Theſe powers they fhall continue to have, for 
and during the fpace of one year from the day 
of their election, aad no longer. The faid coon- 
cil of cenfors fhali alfo have power to calla cone 
vention, from the feveral towns or diftriéts who 
are entitled to fend a reprefentative, to be ap- 
portioned as nearly equal to their numbers 4s may 
be, but no town to fend more than three mem- 
bers, (which cofvention fhall meet within two 
years after the fitting of faid council of cenfors) 
if there appears to them an abfolute necefiity of 
amending any article of this contlitution whieh 
may be defective, explaining ſuch as may be 
thought not clearly expreſſed; aad of adding 
fuck 
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{uch as are neceffary for the preferwation of the 
rights and happinefs of the people, but ‘the artis 
cle to be amended and the amendments propof: 
ed, and fuch articles as are propofed to be adde 
ed or abolifhed, fhall bé promulgated at leaſt fix 
months betore the day appointed for the election 
of fuch convention, for the previous confidera- 
tion of the people, that they may have an op. 
‘portunity of inſtructing their delegates on the 
ſubject. 


* 
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Alu account of the arrtarages of taxes granted Anet 
the firft day of January 1786, and due the 26 


day of November 792. exclufive of tbe tax for 
raiſing 30,c00 dollars, and the tax granted by 
the legylarure, in October 1792. aL 
BzuxiNcTON Cownry, 


Towns names | Denomination | Árrearages 


that are delinqu't of taxes. due. 
Arlington, - 31. tax 1790 £ 19 17 4 
do. - 2$tax—gz 28 17 10 


Dorfet, - - - 5d.  -—go I5 14 4 
do. — 2.4. &i —91 12 7 3 
Manchefter, - 24 do. 42 12 4 


3 


Amount of Bennington county, £119 9 @ 


RurLAND County. 


. Harwich, - 234 tax 1786 £ 3 3 
do. do. hd. m'y. or. 324 £ 
do. - - 34 tax —90 o 
Ir, - - - - 3ddo — 86 o 


do. 84. do. — 90 2 9 E 
do. - = 2 do. — 91 o 19 e 
Clarenden, - 6 tax —87 13:15 3 

do. = 2 22 do. — 91 16 18 6 


iY 
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"Towns nanes that | Denomination] Arrearages 
ave delinquent, | of taxes. due. 


Rutland county brought forward £42 17 * 
Walhgford. 61. do. 1787- 3 8 3 
do. . 224 do. —9 9 I € 
Middletown, - do. do. Ó 13 9 
Dady, - -- 54 do. 1799 o3 $ 
do. - gl do. — 90 6 13 8 
Wells. - 5j do, —89 8 12 11 
Chittenden, - - 51 do. — 99 7 15 7 
do. - - 21 do. —9t o 2 0 
Rutland. 5'do. —90 111 3 
Pitstod, - 61 do. do. 20 14 1 
do. ~ 28 do. — 91 34 6 9 
Clarende, - - 5i do. — 90 13 8 10 
Fairhaven, do. de 22 5 2 
Caftlecon, - - 2: do —9t 9 15 
Shrewíbury, - do. do. 19 9 
Poultney, - - do. do, I5 3 2 
£196 16 


Appison COUNTY. 


Salifhury, - - 3d. tax 1786 £ o 6 2 
do. - + hard m'y do. ,6 2 
do. 2 =~ gl. tax —89 3 18 4 
do. 2 do. —91 om 0 


5 1 $ 
Lieceſter, 


Towns names that | Denomination I Arrearapen 
are delir quent. of taxes. | 

| Addifon ecunty brought forward, £ 5 a 

Leicefler, - - 3d do 1786 O 4 IK 


do, . - Fard m'y GO. 4 11 
Moskton, - - Gi ux —87 3 6 5 
Cornwall, - - 5i tax —90 1 14 7. 
Shoreham, - d. _ do o 4 2 
Ferrifburgh «© 24. ũ n nu 3 € 

£22 9 3 


CHITTENDEN: County. 


Mique Tongue 31. tax 1786 £ o 6 s 
do. - hard m'y do, o6 s. 
Alburgh, - - 64. tax —87 12 6 10 
do. + 54%, tax — 88 24 10 0 
Willifton, - - 64, do. — 87. o 7 0 
do. 51. do. — 88 18 7 4 
do. 224 d0.—91 116 5 
Charlotte, - 6. do. — 87 2 18 8 
do. 34. do, 90 10 6 o 
do. 24 do -g: 28 5 3 
Highgate, - - 6d, do, — 87 3 14 * 
do. 2i do. - 91 3 1 3 
Johnfon, - 5d. do. — 838 8 3 4 
do.. =- =~ do, —89 10 o 
ng 8 6 


4 
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Towns names that Amount of 
are delinquent, of taxes, arrearage’. 
Chittenden county brought forward £115 8 6 
Effex, - 51. do. 179 18 8 o. 
do. do. —90 35 10 7 
do. 271 — 91 6 10 
South-hero - - 5d. —89 111 4 
do. 5. —30 2 18 
do. - 2i =Q I 4 14 
Burlington. 54 —go 26 14 
do. — 22 — 9I 7 2 
Jericho, - - - 54. — 90 O 10 
Cambridge, - - 54. do. 14 
Newhuntington, do. do. 5 
Shelburne, - do. do. 40 9 
Hinefburgh, do. do. 0 5 1 
North- hero, do. do. o 17 
Colchefter, do. do. 10 15 
do. - - 22 —91 1 6 
Fairfax, - - - do. do. 1 8r 
Milton, - - - do. do. IO 12 
Georgia, - - - do. do. 3.5 
L 283 4 7. 
WIVDHAM County. 
Wardfborough, 3 J. tax 1766 £2 2 8 
Townsthend, - - 61, do. ---87 o 18 $ 
Wilmington, - i. do. 9o I 5 4 
Athen. - 8: do.-—91 1111 § 


Denomination | 


` 
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Wanpser COUNTY., 


Towns names 


that aredelinqu't | of taxes. 


Salaih, - - 34. tax 1786 
do. - hatd m'y do, 
Rochefter, + - 5d, tax —88 
Bethel, - 2 — Jo. J do. 
|: do. - - 5d.  —89- 
Due on feveral mE 


towns ia Wind- 
for county, and 
extents now in. 


the Sherif?s hands gd tax — tog 


Bethel. do. do. 
‘Hartford, - 3. —90 
Strafford, = « do do. 
Braintree, =`- do. do. 
Windfor, =.=- 22 —91 
Andover, - do. da. 
Norwich, - - do. da, 
Weathersfeld, do. do. 
Pomfret, - - - do. do 
Sharon, - - do. do 
Woodſtock, do. do. 

Birnard. - do. do. 

—. Royalton, - do. do 

Stafford, - - de do. 

R 


I Denomination 


Arrtarages 
dus. 
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£479 11 5 
ORANGE 
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Onnen County. 


Towns names that Denomination 


Arrearage 
are delinquent, of taxes. due. 
Thetford, — 6d. tax —87 yd : 9 
do. ~ » 24 do. —91 34 6 10 
Lo&enburgh, - B1. do, —88 111 4 
Newbury, - - do, —89 0 15 $ 
do. - 27 —91 37 10 7 
Tonbridge, - = gi. do. 1789 4 1r E 
Peachan, - - do. do. 211 6 
do. 5d. do. — 909 o 3 9 
Fairley, - - - 51. tax —89 13 € 8 
St. Johefoary, - gi | —9o o 612 
Guildhall, — 34. tax 1786 5 11 2 
do. ~- - hard m'y do. 58 It A 
do. 64. do. -87 17 58 
do. 44. do. 88 4 5 10 
4 198 1 2 
Bennington county, 139 9 O 
Rutland do, - 196 16 6 
Addiſon, do. l 22 0 $^ 
" Chittenden, do, 283 4 7 
Windham, do. 15 18 1 
Windſor, do. 470 11 1 
Otange, do. 198 1 f- 
VRRM 1 1 
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ESEOOSHOOSOE CC OCEO 
222, VERMONT, — 
In COUNCIL of CENSORS, 

November 30, 1793. 


yy HEREAS there appears to this council, 

: for the preſervation of the rights and. 
happineſs of the people, an abfolute neceſſity of. 
amending and explaining fevsral articles of the 
conftitu.ion of this Rate and making fome addi» 
tion, thereto, l : 


- Therefore, by virtue of the power and author-. 
ity veſted in this council, by the 40th ſection of 
the frame of government, it is unanimoufly, 


t: Refolved, That fourhundred and fifty copies 
of the Conftitution,-as revifed by this council, 
and the prefen: conftititu:ion, be. printed, for the 
peruíal of the people, and that Mr. Haſwell be 
requeRed to print and tranimit the fame, hy ex- 

teis, to the theriffs of the feveral counties, to be 

by them immediately tran{mitted to the town. | 

Clerks of the feveral towns, for: the ule of the, in- 

habitants 3 and that the fherift ii es ue 
ooks. 


č 
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books, fent to the town clerks, as nearly equal as 
may be, having reſpect to the number of inbabe 
Kaats in the reizective towns. i 


i 


Refelved, That the conſtitu ion as amended, 
&:. be pudliſhed in the Vermont Journal and 
Vermont Gazette. 


Refolved, That the f&:ft conftable of each town 
i> this fta:e, be, and is hereby directed, at leatt 
rwelve dass previous to the latt Menday in June 
next, tO warn a meet.ng of the inhabitants of 
their refpective towns, according to law, to meet 
at the plaat place of holding freemen’s meetings, 
within the fame, at two o'clock in the afternoon, 
of che faid laft Monday in June, then and there 
to elect, in the fame manner as reprefentatives are 
eleget, one member, to attend a convention, to 
bs holden tor the purpofe of confideri»g and a- 
dop- ing the a nend nents of the conſtitution, ag 
propo ed by this couscil : And that the confta- 
bie, or in cafe of his ablence, the prefidiug officer 
of fach meeting, ceruty the election ot the peta 
fon cholen. 


Refaived, That it be recommended to the faid 
members of convention, to convene on she firft 
Wednelday ot July next, at the courthoufe in 
‘Windfor, to take under confideraticn the amend- 
ments of she conſtitution of this itate, as propor, 
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ed by this couneil, and if they think proper, to 
adopt the fame as the conſtitution of this ſtate. 


Refolved, That the thanks of this council be 
returned to the honourable Samuel Knight, eſgq. 


for his fervice as prefident of faid council, ae 
their teveral feffions. . 


The preceding are irue copies from ihe minutes, 


"tief. 


& 


ROSWELL HOPKINS, Secretary. 
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Tus CONSTITUTION or 
VERMONT. 


HEREAS all government ought to be 
inſticuted and ſupported for the fe- 
cu'ty and protection of the community as fuch, 
and to enabie the individuals who compofe iz, to 
enjoy their natural rights, and the other bleffings 
which the Author of ex tence has beftowed up- 
on man: and when ever thofe great ends of gov- 
ernment are not obtai ed, che people havea right, 
by commos confenr, to change it, aad ta ke fuck 
meafures as to them may appear neceilary, tà 
promote their fafety and happineſs. 


And whereas the inhabitants of this Rate have 
(in confideration of protection only) heretotore 
acknowleged allegiance to the king of Great 
Britain: and the laid king has not only with- 
drawn that protection, but commenced and 
{tili continues to carry on, with unabated 
vengeance, a moſt eruel and usjult war againſt 

them; 


E 


E 
them; employing therein.not only the treops 


of Great B itain, but foreign mercenaries, fay- — 


ages, and fl:ves, tor the avowed purpofe of re- 


ducing them to a total atj-& fubmiffion to the 


defpouc domination of tbe britifh parliament, 


with many more ads of tyranny, (more fully 


fet forth in the declaration of congrefs) where. 
by all allegiance and fealty to the faid king and 
his fucceffors, are diffolved and at an end; and 
all power and authority derived from him ceafed 
in the american colonies. 

And whereas the teritory which now compre- 
hends the ftate of Vermont, did antecedently of 
right belong the government of Newham phhire, 
and the former governor thereof, viz. his excel- 
lency Benning Wentworth, efq. granted many 
charters of lands and corporations within this 
ſtate to the preſent inhabitants and others. And 
whereas the late lieutenant governor Colden, of 
Newyork, with others, did, in violation of the 
tenth command, covet thoſe very lends: and by 
a falſe reprefentation, made to the court of 
Great Bri ain, in the year 1764, that for the 
convenience of trade and adminiſtration of ju} 
tice, the inhabitants were d- ſirbus of being an- 
nexed to that government, ) obtained juriſdiction 
of thofe very identical landa, ex parte, which e- 


ver was and is difagreeable to the inhabitants. 
And whereas the legiſlature of the ftate of New- - 


york ever have, and fti! continue to difown the 
G good 


! 

5 | 
good people of this ftate, in theirlanded props 
erty, which will appear in the eomplaints here; 
after inferted, and in the 36 b fe&ion of their 
prefent conſti ution, in which is efláblifhed thë 
grants of land made by that government. 


They have refufed to make re-grants of out 
lands to the original proprietors and occupants, 
ualeís at the exorbitant rate of 2,300 dollars 
fees for each townfhip; and did enhance the 
quitrent three-fold, and demanded an immediate 
ce of the title derived from Newhampe 

ire. 


The judges of their ſupreme court have made 
a folemo declaration, that the charters, conveys 
ances, &e. of the lands incluaed in the before 
de ſcribed premifes, were utterly null and void, 
cn which faid title was founded. In confequence 
ot which. declaration, writs of pc ſſeſſion have 
been by them iffued, and the fheriff of the coun- 
ty cf Albany fect at the head of fix or fever 
te men, to enforce the execution there, 
of. 


They have paffed an act, annexing a penalty 
thereto, cf thirty pounds fi e, and fix months 
imprifonmenr, on any perfon.who ſhould refufg 
aſſiſting the fheriff, after heiag requeſted, for the 
put poſe of executing wrin of poſſeſſion. 


The 


Ll 
mri 


P vi 


The governors, Dunmore, Tryon, and Col. 


den, have made rc-grants of feveral tracts of 
land included in the premifes, to certain favourite 


land jobbers in the government of Newyork, . 


in direct violation of his britanic majeitys cxa 
prefs prohibition, in the year 1767. THE 


They have iſſued proclamations, wherein 
they have offered large fums of money for the 
purpoie of apprehending thofe very perfons who 
have dared boldly and publicly co appear in de- 
fence of their juft rights. mE 


T hey did pafs twelve acts of outlawry on the 
ninth day of March, A. D, 1974, empowering 


the refpeétive judges of their fupreme ccurt to - 


ward execution of death againft thofe inhabitants 
in faid diftri€t, that they.fhould judge ta be of- 
fenders, without trial. 


They have and Bill continue an unjuft claim 
to thofe lands, which greatly re:ards emigration. 
into any ſettlement of this faie, 


They have hired foreign troops, emigrants 
from Scotland, at two different times, and armed 
them to drive us out of pofk Mon- 


They have fent the favages on our frontiers to 


diftrefs. us, 


Seca S | They. 


i 


ix | 

They have proceeded to ere& the counties of 
Cu nb-rlaad and Glocefter, and eftablith courts 
of juſtice thore, after they were difcountenanced 
by the authority o: G.ea: Britain. 


The free conventian of the ſtate of Newyork, 
a Harlem, in the vear 1776 unanimouſly voted, 
„ That att quuren’s forinerly due to the king 
of Great B:itain, are now due and owing to this 
convention, 0: iach fusure government as fhall 
be hereafter eftablifhed in this ſta:e.“ l 

Ia the teveral ftages of the aforefaid oppreſſ- 
ions, we have petitionzd his britannic majeſty in 
the mok hu nble manner for redreís, and have at 
very great ex,ence received feveral reports in 
our favour; and in o.ber inſtannes wherein we 
have petitioned the late legiflative authority of 
Newyork, thoſe petitions have been treated with 
neglect. Aod whereas the local ficuation of this 
fte from Newyork, which, at the extreme part, 
is vnwarcs of fourkundred and fitty miles from 
the ‘eat of that government, renders it extreme 
d'fficult to continue under the juriſdiction of faid 
ſtate. 


Therefore it is abſolutely neceſſary, for the 
welfare and fatety of the inhabitants of this ſtate, 
that it ihoulu be henceforth a free and independ- 
ent itate, and thata juſt, permanent, and pro- 
per form of government fhi;uld exiſt in it, a 

ed. 


ed from and founded on the authority of the peot 
ple only, agreeable to the direction of the hons 
ourable american congrefs, l 


We the reprefentatives of the freemen of Ver- 
mont, in general convention met, for the ex- 
prefs purpofe of forming fuch a government 
confeffing the goodneís of the great-governor of 
the univerfe (who alone knows to what a degree 
of earthly happineſs mas kind may attain by per- 
fecting the arts of government) in permitting 
the peeple of this ftate, by common confent, and 
without violence, deliberately to form for theme 
ſelves ſuch juft rules as they fhall think beft, for 
governing their future faciety—and being tully 
convinced that it is our indifpenüble duty to ef- 
tabiifh foch original principles of government as 
will beft promote the general bappinefs of the 
people of this ftate, and their pofterity, and 
provide for future improvements, without par- 
tiality for, or prejudice againſt any particular 
clais, fe&, or denomination of men whatever 
do, by virtue of authority vefled. in us by our 
conftituents, ordain, declare and eftablifh, the 
folowing declaration of rights, and frame of 
government, to be the conſtitution of this com- 
monwealth, and to remain in force therein for- 
ever, unalzered, except ia fuch articles as thall 
hereafter, on experience, be found to require . 
improvement, and which fhail, by che fame au« 
thority of the people, fairly delegated, as this 

. frame 
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frame of government directs, be amended or 
improved, for the more 5 and 
fecuring the great end and cefign of all governe 
ment, herein before mentioned.” 


20 00 UU. mw * 

CONSTITUTION or VERMONT. 
AS-ESTABLISHED Er 

CONVENTI o N, 


“IM THE YEAR 1. 


CHAPTER I. 


A Declaration ef the RIGHTS of the Inhabitants of the STATE 
of VERMONT: 


* 


ARTICLE Ro ; 
T all men are born equally free and independent, and bw 


certain natural, inherent, and unalienable rights, among 
which are the enjoying and defending life and liberty, acquire 
thg, pofiefling, and protecting property, and purſuing anc obtaining 
lappinefs and fafety : Therefore, ne male perfor, born in thie 
country, or brought from over fea, ought to bs holden by law, to ferve 
«ny perfon, às a fervant, flave, or apprentice, after he arrives to the 


age ef twenty cae years, nor female in like manner, after the arrives te ` 


the age of eigbteen years, unleſt they are bound by their own confeat, 
after they arrive to fuch age, or bound by law for the payment ef 
Tabte, damsget, fines, coite, or the likes 


ARTICLE II. 


What private property ought to ke fubfervient te publie ufea when na- 
t requires it, neverthelefs, whenever any particular man’s preperty 
^ çakan for the ufe of the publis, : the owner esghr to receive ag 1 


tin mosey. ( 
aun or s dd ARTICLE 
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nod ARTICLE IE 


t 


That simen havea natural and unalienable right, te worthip 4 
mighsy God; acpording ta the di&tates of their own confciences and 
underſtandinge, a5, in their opinie n, Mall be regulated by the word 
ef Gait and that no man eught to, or of right can be compelled, 
$e attend any religious worfhip, or ere& er fupport any place of wore 
fip or maintain any minifter, contrary to the dictates of his con- 
icience, ner can any man be jufly deprived or abridged of any civil 
aight os acitised, on account of his religizut fertiments, or pecu- 
Mar mode of religious worthip 5 and that ne authority can, or ought 
go be vested in, or aſſumed by, any power whatfoever, that fhall in any 
wife interfera with, or in any manner controul the rights of con- 
feience, in the free exercife of religious worfhip, Neverthelefs, ev- 

ery fect er denomination of chriſtlass, ought to obferve the Sabbath 
er Lord's day, and keep up fome fort of religious worfhip, which te 
eben fhall feera mok agreeable to the revealed wil! of God. i 


ARTICLE IV. 


Every perfon within this commonwealth ought to find a eertain rem. 
$dy, by having recourſe t> the laws, for all injuries or wrongs whick 
ke may receive in his perfon, property or character: he ought to ob. 
tain right and juftice freely, nd without being obliged to purchafe itg ` 
sompleatly and without any denial; promptly and without delay; ; con 
formably te the laws. 


ARTICLE V. 
What the prople of this ſtate by their legal reprefentatives have 
the fole,exclufive and inherent right, of Serene and regulating the 
Wternal police of the fame. 


ARTICLE VI. 


That all power being originally inherent in and confequently derivad 
ftem the people, therefore, all officers of government, whether lege 
Maw 


7 | (o4? 


ative or executive, ere cheir truieetand. fecyante; and at ali times, 
in a legal way, accountable te them, ö 


^ 7 — ARTICLE VII. 


uw 


‘That government is, or ought to be inſtituted, for the common be» 
aefit, protection, and fecurity, of the people, nation, or community, 
and not for the particular emolument or adyantagé of any ‘ingle man, 
family, or fet ot men, who are a part only of chat community + and 
that the community hath an indubitable, unalienable, and indefeafible 
right, to reform or alter government, in fuch manner as fall be, by 

t community, judged moft conducive to the public wealth. 


a 


ARTICLE Viii. 


That thofe who are employed in the legiſſative and executive 
bufinefs of the fate may be refrained from oppreſſion, the people 
have a right by their legal reprefentatives, to enact laws for reducing 
their publicofficers tua private ſtation, and for fuppling their vacans 
cies in a conftitutional manner, by regular elections, at fuch periods at 
they may think proper, 


= > eS 


ARTICLE IX. 


That all electione ought to be free and without corruption, and that 
all freemen, having 2 fufficient, evident, common intereſt with, and 
attachment to the community, have aright to eckt officers, and be 
dected into office. - 


* 


ARTICLE X. 


That every member of ſot ĩety hath a right to be protected in che ea 
goyment of life, liberty and propery, and therefere is. bound to con- 
tribute his proportion towards the expence of that protecticg, sns - 
yield his perſonal ſerrice, when neceifary, er sa equivalent theret, 
but no part of a man’s property can be juiily taken trom him, .« 

1 applien 


i 
applied to public ufes, without his own confent, or that of the repres 
fentative body of the freemen, nor cin any man who is cenfcientioufly 
fcrupulous of bearing arms, be juftly compelled i thereto, if he will 
pay fuch equivalent; nor are the people bonad by any law but fuch 
as they have in like manner aſſented to, for their common good: and 
previous to any law being made to raiſe a tax tue purgofe for whieh 
itis to be raifed ought to appear evident to the legiflature to be of more 
ſervice to the community than the money would be if not collected. 


ARTICLE XI. 


Thatin all profecutions for criminal offenses a man hath a sight 
tobe heard by himſelf and his eounfel ; te demand the caufe and na- 
ture of his zccuſation; to be confronted with the witneffes to call 
for evigence in his favor, and a fpeedy public trial by an impartial jury 
of the country; without the unanimous conſent of which jury he 
cannot be found guilty; nor caa he be compelled to give evidesce ae 
gaint himſelf; nor can any perfon be juſtly deprived of hig liberty, 
except by the laws of the land oc the judgment of his peoro, 


ARTICLE XII. 

That the people hare a right to hold themfelves, their Lomícs, ga- 
pots, and poueiiions free from fearch or ſeizure, and therofore war. 
rants, without oath or aiirmation firt made, affording fufficient 
feundation for them, and whereby any oficer or meilenger may be 
commanded or reqnired to (earch ſuſpected places, or to feize any 
germa or períons, his, her or their property, not particularly deſcribed, 
ait contrary to thas sight and ought not to be graated, 


AR TICLE XIII. 


r 


rd 


meo 


T hut no warrant or writ to attach tbe perſen er efate of any freee 
holder within thia Gate, fhall be ifued in civil actions, without the per- 
fou cr perfons who may reque foch warrent or attachment, firt make 
oath, 


- 


oath, er affirm before the authority who may be requefled to iſſue the 
farse, that heer they are in danger ef lofing his, her, er their debt, 
ARTICLE XIV. 


1 % 

That when any iffue in fact, proper for the cognizance of a jury, is 
joined, in a court of law, the parties havea right to trial by jury, 
which ought to be held facred. l 


ARTICLE XY. 


That the people have arig 
“and publishing their fenti 


reedom of fpeech, and of writing 
nt$, concerning the tranfactions of governe 
ment, and therefore the freedom of the prefs ought not to be 
refrained, i 


ARTICLE XVI. 


The freedom of deliberation, fpeech, and debate, in the legiftature, 
is fo effential to the rights of the people, that it cannot be the founda- 
tion of any accufation or proſeeution, action or complcint in any other 
court or place whetfozver, 


ARTICLE XVII. 


The power of fufpending laws, or tbe execution o£ them, ought tiey- 
er to be exercifed but by the lepiflature, or by authority derived font 
it, to be exercifed in fuch particolar cafes, only as this confiituticn, or 
the legifistore Mell expteſely provide for. l 


ARTICLE XVIII. 


That the people have a right to bear armo fer the defence of 
themfelves and the ftate—and as ſtanèing armies In time of rezee are 
dangerous to liberty, they ought not to be kept up, and that the mili» 
tary mould be kept under Ari fobordination to and governed by the 
civil power, ARTICLE 


ARTICLE XIX. 


‘That no perſon in this commonweaith can in any eaſe be ſubjected te 
Jaw martial, or to any peuaitiesor pains by virtue of that law, except 
thoe employed im fhe army, and the militia in actual fervice. 


ARTICLE EX. 


That frequent recurrence to fundamental principles, and a firm ad- 
erence to julie, moderation, temperance, industry, and frugality, 
are ubfaiutely nett HH ay to pref?rve the blefings of liberty, and keep 
govem nent free; the pespic ought, therefor, to pay particular at- 
tert: oa to chele paints, im the choice of officers and reprefentatives, 
and have a righi, zu alegal way, towxact a due and eoníamt regard 
$e them, hom their leg flators and mag. frates, in making and execute 
ing fach laws as are neceſlary 10; the good government of the fate. 


f 


ARTICLE XXI. 


That all people have a natural and inherent right te emigrate from 
ène fate t» another taat will receive them, or to forma new ſtate ia 
vacant counties, or in ſuen countries as they tan purthafe, whenever 
thay thin: chat chezeoy they c an promote their own happineft, 


ARTICLE XXII. 


Tha: the people have a right to aſſemble together to confuit for their 
common god: inſtroct their reprefemtatives—and to zpply to the 


leg flatute for redrefs of grievances, by addrefe, petition, ex remors 
Grance. ù 


ARTICLE XXI, 


That no perfon fhall be liable to be tranfported eut of thi fate fer 
wisi for sny oXence committed within the fame. 
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CHAPTER Il, 
PLAN or FRAME 

m 
GOVERNMENT. 


SECTION I. T" 
THE common wealth, or fate, of Vermont, 


fhali be governed hereafter, by a governor - 


(or litu.enant governor) council, and an aſſem- 
bly of the reprefentatives of he freemen of the 
fame, in manner and torm following : 


SECTION II. 

The fupreme legiflative power fhall be vefted 

in a boufe of reprefencatives of the freemen, or 
commonwealth, or ftate, of Vermont. 


SECTION III. 
The fopreme executive power fhall be welled 
in a governor, (or, in his abfence, a lieutenant 


governor, and council, E 
| ' SECTION 
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SECTION Iv. 

Courts of zuſtice hall be maintained ia every 
eounty in this Rate, and alfo in new counties 
when formed ; which coucts ſhall be open for 
the trial of all cautes proper for their cognizances 
and juítics mall be therein impartially adminif- 
tered, without corruption or unnecefíary delay, 
Thej jud ges of the fupreme court fhail be juttic- 
esof the peace throughout the ftate, & the fevearal 
judges of the county courts, in their refpective 
cowaties, by virtue of their offices, (except in the 
trial of fuch cauíes as may be appealed to ME 
county court.) 


SECTION V. 

A future legiflature may, when they fhal! cons 
ceive the fame to be expedieat and neeeflary, e- 
re& à court of chancery, with foch powers as 
are ufually exetcifed by that court, or as fhall 
appear for the intereft of the commonwealth. 
Provided they co not confticute thsmfelves the 
judges of the faid, court. 


SECTION VI. 
The legiſlative, executive, and judiciary de: 
partments, ſhall be feperate and diftinét, fo that 
neither exercife che powers properly belonging to 
che other. l 


SECTION 
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SECTION VII. x 

In order that the freemen of this Rate might. 
enjoy the benefit of election as cqually as may be, 
each town within this ſtate, that confitts 
or may conſiſt of eighty taxable inhabi- 
tants, within one ſeptenary or feven years next 
after the eſtabliſhing this eonſtitution, may hold 
ele&ions therein, and chaofe each two repre- 
ſentatives ; and each other inhabited town in this 
ftate, may, in like manner choofe each one rep- 
refentative, to repreſent them in general aſſembly, 
during the ſaid ſeptenary or ſeven years; and 
after that each inhabited town may, in like man- 
ner hold fuch election, and choofe each one re- 
preſentative forever thereafter. 


SECTION VIII. 

The houfe of ‘reprefentatives of she freemen 
of this flate, fhall confit of perfons moit noted 
for viſdom and virtue, to be chofen by ballot, by 
the freemen of every town in ‘this ftate, reſpec- 
tively, on the Erit T of September anau- 
ally, forever. 23 


E SECTION IX. 
The repreſentatives fo choles (a majority af 
whom fhall conftitute a quorum for tranſacting 
any other buſineſs than railing a ftate tax, for 
‘Which two thirds of the members elected fhall be 
prefent). mall meet on. the fecond Thuríday of 
the fuccescing October, and ſhall be ſtiled tbe 
general 
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geural aſſmbiy of the fate of oui : they fhali 
have power to chooie their {peaker, fecretary of 
ſtate, their clerk and other neceflary cfficers. of 
the houf, fit on their owa acjuurnmeats—pre- 
pare bills and enact them into laws—jodge of 
the elections and qualificatioss of their own 
members: they may expel. members, but nat 
for caufes known to their conftituests anteced- 
ant to their election: they may adminifier oaths 
and affirmations in matters depenciog before 
then,—redrefs grievances, impeach Rate crimi- 
nals, —grant charters of incorporation, — conſti- 
tute towns, boreughs, cities and counties: they 
may annually, in the firſt feffion after their elec- 
tion, and at other times when vacancies happen, 
chooíe delegates to congreís, acd fhail alfo, in 
conjunction with the council annually (or oftener 
if need be) ele& judges of the fupreme ard fev- 
eral county anc probate courts, ſheriffs and juſti- 
ces of the peace; and alfo with the council, may 
ele& major generals and brigadier generals, from 
time to time, as often as there (ball beoccafion : 
and they fhali have all other powers neceffary for 
the legiflature of a free and ſovereign ſtate: but 
they fhail have no power «o add to, alter, abolifh, 
or infrinoe any part of this conftituuon, 


SECTION X. 
The fupreme executive council of this (tate, 
fhall confit ot a goversor, lieutenant governor, 


and twelve períons cholen in the tollowing man- 
ner 


net, viz, The freemen of each town fhall, on the 
day of the ele&ion for choofing reprefentatives, 
to attend the general affembly, bring in their 
votes for governor, with his name fairly written, 
to the confable, who fhall feal: them up and 


write on them voles for the governor, and deliver 


them to the reprefentative chofen to attend the 
general affembly ; and at the opening of che ge- 
neral affembly there ſhall be a committee ap- 
pointed, out of the council and affembly, who, 
after being duly fworn io the faithful dilcharge 
of their croft, ſhall proceed to receive, fort and 
count the votes for the poversor, and declare the 
perfon who has the major part of the votes, to be 
governor for the year enfuing. And if there be 
no choice made, then the council and general zf- 
fembly, by their joint allot, fhall make choice 
of a governor. The lieutenant governor and 
treafurer fhall be chofen in the manner above di- 
rected. And each freeman fhall give in twelve 
votes for twelve councillors, in the fame manner, 
and the twelve higheft in nómination fhall ferve 
for the enfuing year as councillors. 


SECTION XI. 

The governor, and in his abfence the lieuten- 
ant governor, with the council (a major part of 
whom ineluding the governor, or lieutenant go- 
vernor, fhall be a quorum to tranía& buſineſs) 
Ífhall have power to commiffionate all officers— 
and alío to appoint officers, except where por 
ion 
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fion is, ot fhall be otherwife made, by law or 
this frame of government,— and ſhall fupply 
every vacancy in any office, occafioned by death 


or otherwife, until the office can be filled in the 
manner directed by law or this conſtitution. 


Thev are to correfpond with other ftates, tranf- 
act buſineſs with officers of government civil and 
military-—and to prepare ſuch boufinefs as may 
appear to them neeeflary to lay before the gener- 
al aſſembly. They fhall fit as judges to hear 
and determine on impeachments, taking to their 
affiltance, for advice only, the judges of the ſu- 
preme court. And ſhall have power to grant 
pardons and remit fines, in all cafes whatloever, 
except in treaſon and murder, in which they 
fhall have power to grant reprieves, but not to 
pardon, until after the end of the next ſeſſion of 
aſſembly; and except in cafes of impeaehment, 
in which there fhall be no remiffion, or mitiga- 
tion of puniſnment, but by act of Jegiflation, 


They are alfo to take care that the laws be faiti- 
fully executed, They are to expedite the execu- 
tion of foch meaſu es as may be refoived upon 
by the general aſſzmbly. And they may draw 
upon the treafu:y for fuch fums as may be ap- 
propriatel by the honfe of reprefentatives, 
They may alſo lay embargoes, or prohibit the ex- 
portation ot any commodity, for any time not 
excesding thirty days, in the recefs of the RORIS 

only. 
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only: They may grant fach licences as fhall be 
direGied by law ; and fhalt have power to call 
together the general affembly, when neceſſary, be- 
fore the day to which they fhail ftand asjouro- 
ed. The governor ſhall be captain general and 
commander in chief of the forces of the ftare, 
but fhall not command in perlon, except adviled . 
thereto by the council, and then only fo long as 
they fhall approve thereof. And the lieutenant 
governor fhall, by virtue of his office, de litu'e-. 
nant general of all the forces of the Rate, The 
governor, or lieutenant governor, and the couns 
cil fhall meet at the time and place with the ge- 
néral sffembly : the lieutenant? governor ſhall, 
during the prefence of the commander in chief, 
vote and act as one of the council: and the go» 
verhor, and in his abfence the lieutenant govera- 
or, fhall, by virtue of their offices, prcfide in 
council, and have a cafting but no Uther vote. 
Every member of the council hall be a juſtice 
of the peace for the whole fiate, by virtue of 
his office, The governor and council fhail have 
a ſecretary, and keep fair books of their pro- 
ceedings, wherein any councillor may enter his 
diffent, with his reafons to fupport ic. 


SECTION Xii, 

The reprefentatives having met, and chofen 

their fpeaker ard clerk, íhall each of them be- 

fore they proceed to buſineſs, take ard fubfcribe 

as well the cath or affirmation of allegiance here- 
= in. 
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in after directed (except where they ſhall pro- 
duce.certificares of their having theretofore tak- 
en and fubícribed the fame) as the following 
cath or affirmation, viz, ES 


Vou ——— de folemaly fwear (or af- 
frm) that as a member of this affembly you will not. 
propofe or affent to am bill, ete, ar refolution, which. 
Hhall appear to you injurious to the people, nor do or 
conſent to any al? or thing whatever, that fball bave, 
a tendency to leſſen or abridge their rights and priv- 
ileges, as declared by the constitution of this fate; 
but will, in all things, conduc? yourfelf as 4 faith- 
Ful, bonefl reprefentative, and guardian of the peo- 
ple, according to the bef of your judgment and abil. 
ties. (in cafe ot an oath) fo help you God. 
(And in cafe of an affirmation) under she pains, 
and penalties of perjury. . 


And each member before he takes his feat. 
ſhall make and fuofcribe the following declara» 
tion, viz. 


You do believe in ene God, the creator and goue 
ernor of the univerfe, the rewarder of the good and 
the punifber of the wicked. And you do ackowledge 
the jeriptures of the old and nem  teflament to be 
given by divine inſpiration, and ewn and profes 
the protejiani religion. k 


And 


æ 
1 
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And no further or other religious telt (hall. 


ever hereafter be required of any civil officer or 


magiftrate in this Rate. 


| SECTION XIII. 
The doors of the houfe in which the general 


aſſembly of this commonwealth ſhall fic, ball . 


be open for the admiffion of all perfons who 
behave decently, except only when the welfare 
of the ftate may require them to be fhut. | 


SECTION XIV. 


The votes and proceedings of the general af- _ 


fembly fhall be printed (when one third~of the 
members think it neceffary) as loon as conveni- 


ently may be after the end of each ſeſſion, with 


the yeas and nays on any queftion, when requir- 
ed by any member (except where the votes ſhall 


be taken by ballot) in which cafe every member 


ſhall have a right to infert the reaſons of his vate 


‘upon the minutes. 


SECTION XV. 
The Qile of the laws of this Rate in future 


to be paffed, fhall be, Jt is bereby enadted by the — 


general affembly of the ſtate of Vermont. 
SECTION XVI, 


To the end that laws before they areenacted 
may be more maturely conficered, and the in- 


convenience of hafty determinations as much as 
poſſible 


As 
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poffible prevented, all bills which originate in 
the aſſem bly ſhall be laid before the governor 
and council for their revifion and c ncurrence, 
or propofals of amendment; who thall return 
the fame to the aſſembly, with their propolals of 
amendment, if any, in writing; and if the fame 
are not agreed to by the affembly, it fhall be in. 
the power of the governor and council to ſuſ- 
vend the paffing ot ſuch bills until the next fef- 
fions of the legiflature, Provided, That if the 
ecverror and council fhali negle& or refufe to 
re ura any fach bill to che affembly, with writ- 
ten propoíals of amendment, within five days, 
or before the rifiag of the leg. ſlat ure, the fame. 
mall become a law. 


SECTION XVII. 
No perfon ought in any cale, or in any time, 
to be declared guilty of treaíón er felony by the 
leg lature, 


SECTION XVIII. 

Every man, of the full age of twenty one 
years, having reficed in this (tate for the {pace 
of ane whole year next before the election ofre- ) 
prefentatives, aad is of a quiet and peaceable 
behaviour, and will take- the following oath or/ 
affirmation, mhall be entitled to all the privilege 
of a freeman of this Rate, 


Yor 
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You folemnly fwear (ar affirm) that whenever 
you give your vote or fuffrage, tohing any matter 
that concerns the fate of Vermont; you will do it fo 
as in your conſcience you ſhall judge will mof conduce 
to the heft good of tbe fame, as eflabisibed by tbe con- 
Jiitution, without fear or favour of any man. 


SECTION XIX. 
The inhabitants of this commonwealth fhail 

be trained and armed for its defence, under ſuch 
regulations, reſtrictions and exceptions as the 
. general aſſembly íball by law direct. The fev- 
eral companies of militia ſhall, as often as vacan- 
cies happen, elect their captain and other inferi- 
or officers ; and the captains and ſubalterns fhall 
nomina:e and recommend the field officers of 
their reſpective regiments who fhall appoint their 
ftaff officers. | 


SECTION XX. 
=SAll commiffions fhali be in the name of the 
freemen of the ſtate of Vermont, fealed with the 
ftate feal, figned by the governor, and in his ab- 
fence the lieutenant governor, and atteſted by 
the ſectetary; which feal fhall be kept by the 
council. is 


SECTION XXI. 

Every officer of fate, whether judicial or exe | 

ecutive, fhall be liable to be icpeached by the 

general aſſembly, either when in office or after 
| . his 


+ 
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hia refignation, or removal, for mal-adminiftra: 
tion. Al! impeachments ſhall be be:ore the go. 
vernor, or lieutenant governor and council, who 
fhall hear and determine the ſame and may a- 
ward colts, 207 


SECTION XXII. 

As every freeman, to preferve his iadepend. 
ence, (if withovt a fufficient eftate) ought to 
have fome profeſſion, calling, trade, or farm, 
whereby he may honeftly fubfift, there can be 
no neceſſity for, nor uſe in eftablifhing offices 
of profit, the ufual effects of which are depend- 
ence and fervility unbecoming freemen in the 
poſſeſſors or expeétants ; faction, contention, 
corruption and diforder, among the people. 
But if any man is called into public fervice to 
the prejudice of his private affairs, he has a 
right to a reafonable compenfation ; and whene- 
ver an office, through increafe of fees or other- 
wile, becomes fo profitable as to occaſion many 
to apply for it, the profits ought to be leffened 
by the legiflature, And if any officer fhal) take 
greater or other fees than the laws allow him, ei- 
ther directly or indirect ly, it mall ever after dif- 
qualify him from holding any office in this fate, 


SECTION XXIII. 

No perfon in this (ate fhall be capable of 
holding or exerciſing more than one of the fol- 
lowing offices at the fame time, viz. governor, 

lieutenant 


(1:3 . 
KHautenant governor, judge of the ſuprome court, 
. tesiurer of the Rate, member of the ;couacil, 

member of the gensral affembly, forveyor gen- 
enil, or herif ^ © — 5. A 


SECTION XXIV. 
The treafurer, o£ che (tate ſhall, before the go- 
vernor and council, give ſufficient fecurity to tbe 
fecre:ary of the ſtate in behalf of the general 
aficambly ;, and gach high fheriff before the Brit | - 
judge ol the county court, to the treafurer. of 
their refpeGive: counties, previous to their ref 
pectively entering upon the execution of their 
offices, ip fuch-.macner, and in inch {ems as 
Shall be directed by the legiflature, | ^ 


SECTION AX VJ. uj 

The treafures’s accounts fhall be annually au- 

dited, and a fair (tate thereof laid before the ge- 
neral affembly, at their feflion in October. 


SECTION XXI. 

Every officer, whether judicial, executive, or 
military, in authority under this (tate, before he 
enters upon the execution of bis office, (ball take. 
and lubſcribe the following oath or affirmation of 
allegiance to this fate (ynleís be fhail produce 
evidence that he bas bejore taken the fame) and 
alfo the following oath or affirmation of oifice, 
(except fuch as fhall be exempted by the legiſ 
lature) viz. Dott 
K The 
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.. The oath or affirmation of allegianee. Tur 
de folemnly feoear tor affirm) that you will be true 
and faithful to tbe fate of Vermont, and that yow 
will not. directlw or indireGily, do any af or thing 
injurion: to the conſtitution or government thereof, as 
eſtabliſped by convention. (It an oa h) fo help yon 
God. (:t ar atfirmation) under Ibe paius and pe- 
nalties of perjury. 


The oath or affirmation of office. Von === 
do folemnly fwear, or affirm) that you will faith. 
fully execute the-office of for the —— of 
> and will therein do equal right ondjufice 
$0 all men, to the beſt of your judgment and abilities, 
according to law. (If an oath) fo Belp yeu God 
(Ii an affirmation) under the pains and penalties. 


of perjury. 


SECTION XXVII. i 
Any delegate to congrefs may be fuperceded 
at any time, by the general aſſembly appointing: 
another in his (lead, ^ No man fhall be capable 
of being a delegate to reprefent this ftate in com. 
grels for more than three years in any term of fix 
years; and no perfon who holds any office in 
the gift of congrels, ſhall, during the time:of his 
holding fuch office, be elected to reprefene this 

ſtate in congrels; : 


SECTION 


_ T5 
^ SECTION XXVIII. 

Trials of iffues, proper tor the eognizance of 
‘ajury, in the fupreme and county courts, ſhall 
be by jury, except where parties orherwife agree; 
and great care ought to be taken to prevent core 
ruption or partiality in the choice and return or 
appointment of juries. 2c 220 


. SECTION XXIX. : 
All profecutions (hall commence by the aus 
thority of the Rate of Vermont, —all indictments 
fhall conclude with theſe words—againit the 
peace and dignity of the Rate. And all fines 
fhali be proportionate to the offences. 


SECTION XXX. l 

The perfon of a debtor, where there is not 
ftrong prefumption of fraud, Ih all not be eonti- 
nued in prifon after delivering up and aſſigning 
over, bona fide, all his eſtate, real and perlonal, in 
pe ſſe ſſion, reverſion or remainder, for the ule of 
bis creditors, in ſuch manner as ſhall be hereaf- 
ter regulated by law. And all priſoners, un- 
leſs in execution, or committed for capital of- 
fences, when the proof is evident or preſump - 
tion great, ſhall be bailable by ſufficient ſureties; 
nor fhall exceſſive bail be exadted for bailable 
offences. N 


skcriox XXXI. 
All elections, whether by the people or in 
nae | general 
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general aflembly, hall be by ballot, free and vo- 


Jurtary 2 and any elector, who (ball receive gay 
gift or reward for bis vote, in meat, drink, mo- 
nies or ocherwile, fhall forfeit b's right to elect at 
that tive, ard ſuffer fuoch other penaity as the 
law ſhall direct; and any perten who fhall, di- 
rectly or indirectly, give, promiſe or beitow any 
fuch rewards to be elected, fhan thereby be ren- 
dered incapable ta ferve for the enfuing year, 
and he fucject to foch further puni(hment as 2 
fucute leg faure fhall direct. 


SECTION XXXI- 8 
All deeds and conveyances of land ſhall be 
recorded in the town clerk’s office in their re- 
foe& ve tuns; add, for want thereof in the 
county cles k's office of the fame county. ; 


SECTION XXX, 
The legiſla:ure fball regulate entails in fuch 
manner as to prevent perpetuities. 


SECT'ON XXX. V. 

To deter more effectualiy tom the commiſſion 
of crimes, by continued viſible puniſhment of 
long duration, and co make fanguioary puüifh. 
ment leis neceſſary, means ought to be provided 
for pun fhing oy hard labour thofe who fhall be. 
convidted of crimes not capital, whereby the 
criminal thall be employed for the benefit of the 


public, or for the reparation of injuries done to 
private ` 


~ 
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private perfons : and ail peus at proper times 
ought to be permitted to fce them at their laborr. 


SECTION XXXv.- x 
The effátes-oifuch perfons as may deftroy their 
owa lives, (hall not, for tliat offence, be torfeit- 
ec, but defcend or aſcend in the fame manner at 
if fuch perions bad died io @natural way. Nor 
mall any article, which fhall accidentally occa- 
fion che death ot any perfon, be henceforth deem 
ed a ceodaad, or in any wile forfened, on àác- 
count of fuch misfortüne. 


SECTION XXXVI. 

Every perfon, of good character, who comes 
to fe:rle in this ftate, having firit taken an oath 
or affirmation of allegiance to the fame, may 
purchaſe, or byother juftmesns acquire, holdand 
tranfsfer land, or other real efate; and after 
one year's relideace [hall be deemed a fret deniz- 
en thereof, and entitled to all rights of 2 natural 
born ſubject of this (tate, except that he hall 
not 5e capable of being elected governor, lieute- 
nant governor, treaſurer, councillor, or reprefeat- 
ative in aſſembly, until after rwo year’s feſidence. 


4 SECTION XXXVII. 

The inhabitants of this tawe itíail have liberty 
in feafonable times, to hunt and towl on the 
lands they hold, and on other hands not eacloſed; 
. and in like manner to ith. in all toatabie 15 o- 
Hu l ther 
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ge 
ther waters, not private property, under proper — 
regulations, to be hereafter made and provided | 
by tbe general.afembly. „ d 


SECTION XXXVIII 

. Laws for the encouragement of virtue aod 
prevention of vice and immorality, ought to be 
conftantly kept in force, and duly executed : and 
a competent number of fchools oughr to be 
maintained in each town, for the convenient in- 
ſtruction uf youth: and one or more grammar 
fÍchools be incorporated and properly fupported, 
in each county in this tate. And all religious 
ſosieties, or bodies of men, that may be bereaf- 
ter united or incorporated for the advancement 
of religion and learaing, or for other pious and 
charitable purpoſes, ſhall be encouraged and pro- 
te&ed in the enjoyment of the privileges, im- 
munities and eftates, which they in juſtice ought 
to enjoy, under fuch regulations as the general af- 
fembly of this fate hall direct. 


; SECTION XXXIX.  . 

The declaration of the political rights and pri- 
vileges of the inhabitants of this ftate, is hereby 
declared to be 4 part of the conſtitution of this 
commonwealth; and ought not to be violated 
en any pretence whatfoever. 


i SECTION XL. 
In order shat the freedom of this commons 
wealth 


E 


wealth may be preferved inviolate forever, there 


hall be chofen, by ballot, by the freemen of this 
Bate, on the lat Wednefday in March, zip the 
year one thouſand, feven hundred aad cig iigfive, 
and on the lat Wednefday in March in dN 
feven years thereafter, thirteen perfon®, who 
Hall be chofen in the fameqmanner the council 
is chofen, except they íball not be out pf the 
council or general aſſembly ; to be the 
eouncil of cenfors ; whe ſhall meet together on 
the fict Wednefday of- June next enfutog their 


E 


ele&ion, the gpajority of whom (hall be a quo- 


rum in every cafe, except ss to calling a conven- 
tion, in which two thirds of the whole number 
elected fhall agree: and whole duty it ſhall be 
to enquire, whether the conſtitution has beet 
preferved inviolate in every part during the la 
feptenary, (including the year of their ſervice;] 
and whether the legiflative and execgrive branch- 
es of government have performed their duty, as 
guardians of the people,or aſſumed to themfelvés, 
or exercifed, other, or greater powers than they are 
entitled to by the conftitution—they are alfo to 
_ enquire, whether the public taxes have been juft- 
ly laid and collected. in all parts of this commen- 
wealth—in what manner the public monies have 


been diſpoſed ef ; and whether the laws have been 


duly executed, For theſe porpofesthey fhall have 

power tofend tor perfons, papers, & records: they 

Íball have authority to país public cenfures, to ore 

der impeachments, and to recommend to the leg- 
| iflature 


^ 


agen t 
e : is T 


* * 

iMarwré theSepealing f fuch lau [hall anpesr. E ; 
sheing to | have been p je c y to the ptin- 

oF the. conſtiih NL 2 "m 

Soe to hate foe od guri 1 

pf trom the Pk "ef^ their "b os js ao 


no o The if ere of centona balk af; 


fo have. po a cányeotulb, tp 

withi E wi sfer their Lite rs 

MA alu ogc chuy. gf an dd 
2 mbich may be g 


ee s 

expl uning fuch'as may be bes p 
eb 5 cei and of adding Ruch sf 10 105 
cir] fat e of the fig ona 
p ME 
Seen e a. the eiecit By ;P 

1. 

Glied, ‘thi Fes at at M fx o me 


- 


before the d Appointed Dij. od 


ee eee 


V 


PE E ca. |. P Pag. i 
4d. 0 2 we ‘48 11. L2 us ged l4 1 


..@ ta 3.5% 2 e. 


